SEATON TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
MINUTES

11th June 2007

PRESENT: Cllrs Burrows, Mrs Collins, Garner, Greenyer, Jones, Knight,
Meakin, Miss O’Connell, Mrs Roebuck, Mrs Wise

APOLOGIES: ClIr Mrs Semple

In the absence of the chairman of the Council, the Vice Chairman, ClIr Knight, took
the chair.

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Mrs Cotterall enquired whether any further thought had been given to the suggestion
made at the last Council meeting that the seating for council meetings be changed to
make it easier for members of the public to hear and to observe the voting. The Clerk
replied that this was a matter for consideration by the full Council.

84/07 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Jones was nominated by Cllr Greenyer and seconded by Clir Mrs
Collins.

Cllr Knight was nominated by Cllr Meakin. There was no seconder.

Cllr Mrs Semple was nominated by Clir Mrs Roebuck. There was no
seconder.

Cllr Jones was duly elected as chairman by 9 votes in favour
Cllr Jones took the chair.
85/07 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

ClIr Garner was nominated by ClIr Burrows and seconded by ClIr Miss
O’Connell.

Cllr Mrs Collins was nominated by Cllr Knight and seconded by Clir Mrs
Roebuck.

On a vote of 7 votes to 3, ClIr Mrs Collins was elected as vice chairman.



86/07

87/07

88/07

89/07

90/07

APOLOGIES
Apologies were accepted and approved

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Knight said that as a District Councillor, he would not vote on any
matter relating to EDDC;

Cllr Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 14 (civic reception
for Seaton Twinning Association) as a member of that association.

MINUTES
Minutes of the meeting held on 16" April 2007 were confirmed and
signed by the chairman

TO NOTE AND APPROVE THE MONTHLY SCHEDULE OF
PAYMENTS
The monthly schedule of payments was noted and approved

TO NOTE BUDGET AND BANK BALANCES TO DATE

The budget and bank balances to date were noted. It was agreed that the
budget set aside during the previous financial year for the re-upholstering
of the committee room chairs should be maintained and the work
commence.

It was proposed by Cllr Meakin and agreed by 9 votes in favour and 1 against
(Cllr Burrows who asked that his name be so minuted) that agenda item 8 be
moved to the end of the agenda and discussed under SO 73.

91/07

TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL THAT Clir JONES BE
NOMINATED TO REPRESENT THE COUNCIL IN

DISCUSSIONS WITH DCC ON THE TRAFFIC ASSESSMENT
FOR THE SEATON REGENERATION AREA, AND TO CO-OPT
OTHERS AS REQUIRED (this item referred from council meeting of
29" May 2007)

Cllr Jones explained his extensive background in traffic matters and
traffic assessments in particular, and said that he was prepared to represent
the Council in relevant discussions if that was their wish.

Cllr Knight proposed that Clir Jones’s remit be extended to include
representing the Council on all highways matters.

It was unanimously Resolved that ClIr Jones represent the Council in
discussions with DCC on the Traffic Assessment for the Seaton
Regeneration Area, co-opt others as required and represent the Council on
all other highway matters.



92/07

93/07

94/07

95/07

96/07

97/07

TO CONSIDER SUMMARY OF DRAFT EDDC CATCHMENT
FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLAN

Cllrs Meakin and Mrs Collins agreed to consider the document and report
back to the July meeting.

TO AGREE COUNCI L'S RESPONSE TO EDDC
It was agreed that members would send their priority list to the Clerk for

collating and she would circulate the collated response to the committee.

Those attending the meeting on 20™ June at the Knowle would raise

matters not noted on the list of Key Issues.

It was further agreed that although EDDC stated that they had limited or
no influence over matters such as Job Prospects and Population Change,
in fact they have considerable influence in respect of the granting of
planning applications that have a direct impact on providing or removing
job prospects and influencing population change. This would be raised at
the meeting by those attending.

TO CONSIDER REQUEST FROM SPIRAL GROUP TO STAGE
AN EXHIBITION OF PHOTOGRAPHS IN THE TOWN HALL
A request had been received from the Spiral Group for support for their
proposal to hang some photographs of the Labyrinth in the Town Hall
prior to the World Heritage Coast Symposium being organised by the
Seaton Gateway Town Group on 20" September.

Members unanimously supported the request.

TO CONSDIER PROVISION OF EXTERIOR LIGHTS AT WEST
WALK TOILETS

The Clerk explained that approval for lighting at the shelter next to the
West Walk toilets had been approved in the previous financial year.
However, the approved quotation had been obtained some time ago and
may therefore need updating.

It was unanimously agreed that the quote for the provision of this lighting
be re-submitted and this item be brought back to the next meeting.

TO APPROVE PROPOSAL THAT A CIVIC RECEPTION BE
HELD IN HONOUR OF THE 25" ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SEATON TWINNING ASSOCIATION (Cllr Mrs Semple)

The proposal was unanimously approved. It was agreed that the type of
reception should be agreed between the chairman, vice chairman and clerk
for proposals to be made to Council to enable a budget to be set.

TO CONSIDER CONSULTATION PAPER ON SUPPORT FOR
COMMUNITY LAND TRUSTS IN DEVON

Cllr Mrs Wise advised members on the principles of Community Land
Trusts and said it was a good way forward for the provision of affordable
housing.

Vi



98/07

99/07

100/07

101/08

Cllr Meakin proposed a working party be set up comprising people with
some knowledge of this subject, and report back in due course to full
Council. This was agreed, membership to be Cllrs Burrows, Mrs Collins,
Mrs Wise and an invitation to Mr Dave Kelf if he was available.

TO CONSIDER PROPOSED INTERPRETATION PANEL AT
HONEY DITCHES ROMAN SITE

Members were pleased to note that funding had now been secured to
enable an interpretation panel to be sited at Honey Ditches Roman site.
They agreed by 7 votes to 1 to approve in principle but would like
reassurance that Room ‘H’ was either identified or would have an
explanation stating why it was not identified, rather than leaving it blank.

TO CONSIDER SUPPORT FOR CONTINUATION OF FIRST AID
FACILITY ON WEST WALK

The Clerk advised that Mr George Mabon had indicated that he did not
wish to continue providing a first aid service on the West Walk. She also
advised that she had been told that there was no proposal by EDDC to
withdraw a facility within that vicinity in which a first aid service could
be provided.

It was agreed that the service that Mr & Mrs Mabon had been providing
had been invaluable to the town and visitors, and the Council would be
sorry to lose it. The Clerk was therefore requested to enquire whether the
Council’s public liability would cover any personnel operating a first aid
service. She was also requested to ask Mr Mabon whether, if he definitely
no longer wished to provide first aid, he knew of anyone else who would
be prepared to do so.

TO CONSIDER PROPOSED STREET NAME AT RIVERMEAD,
COLYFORD ROAD, SEATON

CllIr Knight proposed that instead of the suggested name of Rivermead
Way that had been put forward by Midas Homes, the naming of a new
street presented an opportunity to acknowledge the considerable service
that had been given to the town by a previous, highly respected councillor,
Des Garrett. Des had served as a councillor for 29 years, both on the
Urban District Council, as chairman of the UDC, and on Seaton Town
Council, one of his significant achievements being the securing of
children’s play facilities for the town. During the War he had served in
the local Home Guard and as a life-time carpenter, had worked
extensively on local houses.

The proposal was unanimously supported and the Clerk was requested to
respond accordingly.

TO CONSIDER SUPPORT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A
SENIOR COUNCIL FOR DEVON

There was a general discussion on whether a further group representing
those aged 50 and over was needed. It was proposed that whilst the Town
Council could provide support by advertising meetings to set up a Senior




102/07

103/07

104/07

105/07

Council, they would not take a role in it. This proposal was defeated by 5
votes to 3.

It was proposed that the Town Council should be represented at the public
meeting planned for 25" July, and advertise the event. This proposal was
supported by 4 votes to 1 with 5 abstentions: ClIrs Greenyer, Garner,
Jones, Mrs Collins and Mrs Roebuck.

It was agreed that Cllrs Burrows and Miss O’Connell would attend the
meeting and report back.

TO CONSIDER PURCHASE OF PARISH MAPPING CD ROM
It was agreed that Cllr Greenyer look at the cd rom and report back.

TO NOTE INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT FOR 2006-7

It was Resolved by 9 votes and 1 abstention (Cllr Mrs Roebuck who had
not read the report) to note and accept the Internal Audit Report for 2006-
7. It was agreed to minute the committee’s thanks to the Clerk for a good
report.

TO AGREE INCREASE OF FIDELITY COVER TO £125,000 IN
LINE WITH AUDIT COMMISSION GUIDANCE AS ARESULT
OF INTERNAL AUDIT.

It was unanimously so Resolved

TO APPROVE RISK ASSESSMENT AND HEALTH & SAFETY
ARRANGEMENTS

Arrangements in respect of insurance cover were approved. It was noted
that risk assessments and health and safety issues in respect of the Town
Hall were primarily the responsibility of EDDC, the Town Council being
responsible only for matters relating to the office and TIC

Cllr Burrows left the meeting

106/07

CORRESPONDENCE

a) Teignbridge District Council — Shoreline Management Plan
It was agreed that Cllrs Meakin and Mrs Collins would consider this
document in conjunction with the draft EDDC Catchment Flood
Management Plan

b) Mr B Dunford — Seaton Gateway Town Group
Mr Dunford had written on behalf of the Seaton Gateway Town Group
to ask the Council’s support in seeking greater consultation with
EDDC on matters that affect the town, specifically on this occasion
meetings surrounding the planning application for the town’s
regeneration site. Community members had previously been in
discussion with the planning department over environmental issues,
amongst others, and had sought a place at the workshop arranged by
EDDOC to discuss these issues. Despite the meeting being held in




d)

f)

9)

Seaton, being about Seaton, and the community representatives’
previous involvement, their request was denied.

It was proposed that a copy of Mr Dunford’s letter be sent to Mark
Williams stating the Town Council’s concern at this situation,
particularly in view of his recently stated commitment to improving
consultation procedures between EDDC and the towns and parishes.

The Clerk advised that Mrs Little had recently forwarded an invitation
to the Town Council and Seaton Development Trust to meet and
discuss the outcomes of the workshop. Members were pleased to
accept this invitation and the Clerk was requested to respond
accordingly.

Jurassic Coast Trust — Support for publication “Red Coast Revealed”
Members were interested to hear of the publication which focuses on
the geology of the East Devon coastline, and although supportive in
principle, they were unable to offer any financial support as there was
no such provision in the budget. The Clerk was requested to respond
accordingly.

Rhys Jones — Facilities for Seaton

A letter raising a number of issues/suggestions relating to Seaton and
its facilities, had been received from Mr Rhys Jones. His comments
were noted and the Clerk was requested to thank him, to refer his
letter to the relevant Authorities, and to refer matters that could be
dealt with by the Town Council to the relevant committees.

EDDC — Approval for BBO and Pledge Auction, Seaton Beach, 5"

August
The Clerk advised that this was a fundraising event organised by

Devon Wildlife Trust. Members gave it their unanimous support.

Mr Tony Hill — Monitoring of Land Train

Members reiterated their previously stated support for the Land Train.
They were reassured that all necessary approvals had been sought and
given for its operation, and they did not support the request that they
monitor this activity during the summer period.

The Green Taxi Company
Noted




107/07

108/07

TO PROPOSE THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL
NATURE OF THE BUSINESS ABOUT TO BE TRANSACTED, IT
IS ADVISABLE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST THAT THE PUBLIC

AND THE PRESS BE TEMPORARILY EXCLUDED AND THEY
ARE INSTRUCTED TO WITHDRAW

It was so Resolved

TO PROPOSE THAT A WORKING PARTY OF THE
COMMITTEE BE ESTABLISHED TO CONSIDER SECURING
THE SERVICES FOR THE COUNCIL OF FULL OR PART-TIME
ASSISTANCE IN SEEKING GRANTS FOR THE BENEFIT OF
IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE TOWN (Clir Meakin)

It was so Resolved, membership comprising Cllrs Meakin, Miss
O’Connell, Mrs Collins and the Clerk

The meeting closed at 9.35 pm
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