
SEATON  TOWN  COUNCIL 

 
COUNCIL MEETING  MINUTES 

 
28

th
 August 2007 

 

PRESENT:  Cllr Mrs Semple (Chairman) 

Cllrs P Burrows, Mrs P Collins, G Jones, J Knight, J Meakin, 

Miss S O’Connell, R Palacio, Mrs J Roebuck, Mrs C Wise 

 

 

APOLOGIES: Cllrs L Garner (out of town) M Greenyer (work commitment) 

 

 

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Mr Hugh Barlow spoke on behalf of Seaton Development Trust on the matter of the 

outline planning application for the town’s regeneration site.  He referred principally 

to the flooding issues and to the Exception Test and Sequential Test reports submitted 

by the consultants, Jubb.  Mr Barlow drew Members’ attention to a number of 

anomalies and inaccurate statements in these reports, as well as a number of questions 

raised that remained unanswered. 

 

In view of the length of Mr Barlow’s statement, and the number of members of the 

public who wished to raise issues with Members, it was agreed to extend the period 

during which the public could speak. 

 

Mrs Murial Biggs referred to previous requests that the pavements in Seaton be kept 

clear of advertising boards to make walking safer for those with impaired or no sight, 

and she requested Members to again raise this with DCC.  She then referred to 

different policies throughout the country in relation to bus travel for the disabled 

which in many areas was free from county to county, but not in East Devon. 

 

Mr John Seward sought clarification on the Council’s policy on inviting District and 

County Councillors to sit at the Council table during Council meetings.  It was noted 

that such meetings were those of the Town Council but that District and County 

councillors were always invited to comment on any reports that they submitted to the 

meeting or on any other matters on which they could assist, if they wished. 

 

Mrs Anita Cotterall referred to agenda item 27 (additional information on planning 

application 06/3400/MOUT) and drew Members’ attention to the conflicting 

statements in the Reports regarding the number of houses proposed for the site which, 

depending on which figure was accepted, could result in Seaton accommodating 90% 

of the whole of East Devon’s housing allocation. 

 

Mr Buskin referred to some fly posting in the town, and to the fact that some kerbs in 

town were not dropped. 

 

 

 



227/07 APOLOGIES 

 Apologies were accepted and approved. 

 

228/07 BEAT MANAGER’S REPORT 

The Clerk advised that the Beat Manager was on leave but had provided crime 

figures which were available for Members’ information. 

 

Cllr Palacio had provided a report on the last Axe Valley Local Action Group 

meeting at which the condition of the old Blue Water site had been discussed.  

From the report it was noted that the police had stated that the properties on 

the site were being used for the purpose of hiding stolen property and they 

suspected that other illegal activities were taking place.   

 

Cllr Meakin proposed that a letter be written to the Chief Constable asking for 

details of the number of arrests made on this site.  This was unanimously 

supported. 

 

229/07 COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ WRITTEN REPORTS 

Noted.  Cllr Knight explained the issues surrounding the problems referred to 

at St Gregory’s Court and Meadway.  Cllr Burrows reiterated earlier 

comments that it was hoped that in future Cllr Mrs Rogers’ reports would be 

considered in the same way as reports from the District Councillors. 

 

230/07 MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 23
rd

 July 2007 were approved and signed 

by the chairman, with the amendment to show that Cllr J Knight was an 

attendee at that meeting. 

 

231/07 COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Minutes of the following committee meetings were approved and adopted: 

 

a) Planning – 9
th

 and 23
rd

 July 2007 

b) Allotments – 22
nd

 May 2007 

 

232/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

The following interests were declared: 

 

Cllr Knight declared an interest in any matters relating to EDDC; 

Cllr Miss O’Connell declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 26a 

(extension of licensing hours at the Grove) as a friend of the owner and a part-

time employee. 

 

The Chairman advised that agenda item 27 would be deferred until a 

subsequent meeting. 

 

233/07 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON OFFICIAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The chairman advised that she had undertaken the following official duties: 

a) attended the launch of the Pink Tram at Seaton Tramway 

b) attended the Seaton Twinning Association dinner  

c) presented the Best Front Garden competition awards 



 

234/07 TO NOTE AND APPROVE MONTHLY SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 

Noted and approved. 

 

235/07 TO NOTE BUDGET AND BANK BALANCES TO DATE 

Noted 

 

236/07 TO PROPOSE THAT STANDING ORDER 54 BE AMENDED TO  

PROVIDE FOR THE CHAIRMAN OF SEATON IN BLOOM & CLIFF 

FIELD GARDENS COMMITTEE TO TAKE PLACE IN NOVEMBER 

OF EACH YEAR 

As Cllr Greenyer had put the original proposal forward to amend SO 54 but 

was absent at this meeting, it was agreed to defer this item. 

 

237/07 TO PROPOSE THAT A REPRESENTATIVE OF SUSTRANS BE  

INVITED TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL’S ANNUAL MEETING 2008 

(Chairman) 

It was so Resolved 

 

238/07 TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CCTV PROPOSALS 

Information on Cougar Cabling had been circulated.  It was noted that a grant 

may be available from the Safer Devon Partnership as well as a small sum that 

Sgt Phillips may be able to access.  Some members had concerns about 

expenditure on cctv being met from the precept, particularly if it protected 

businesses that did not contribute to the local precept. 

 

After discussion it was agreed by 8 votes to 2 that before any commitment was 

made, Cougar Cabling should be invited to discuss this matter informally, 

together with the police to seek information on their requirements. 

 

239/07 TO CONSIDER FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS ON THE TIC OF 

QUALITY ASSESSED ACCOMMODATION PROVIDERS 
 To be deferred to the next meeting. 

 

240/07 TO NOTE REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION TO EAST 

DEVON VISITOR CENTRES PROJECT DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 

POST 

 It was agreed by 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr Burrows) to confirm 

the Council’s previously stated policy to await the completion of market 

testing before making this contribution. 

 

241/07 TO PROPOSE THAT A LETTER BE SENT TO SEATON POLICE 

OBJECTING TO SEATON’S POLICE AND ANCILLARY 

RESOURCES BEING DIVERTED TO OTHER TOWNS (Cllr Knight) 

 Cllr Knight said that many complaints were received at the lack of resources 

in Seaton and that those resources were often deployed elsewhere.  It was 

noted, however, that when necessary, resources from outside Seaton were 

drafted into the town to assist with local events such as the Youth Festival, etc. 

 



 Members agreed by 9 votes to 1 that details should be obtained on Seaton’s 

share of Devon’s police allocation and a breakdown of how those resources 

are used.   

 

It was further unanimously agreed that an informal meeting should be held 

with the police to discuss how their resources are allocated across the area. 

 

 With regard to traffic matters, Members were concerned at the lack of 

presence of a Traffic Warden in the town which was resulting in regular abuse 

of traffic regulations. 

 

242/07 TO APPROVE ADVERTISEMENT IN PULMANS WEEKLY NEWS IN 

SUPPORT OF THE GRIZZLY AT A COST OF £60. 

 Cllr Knight declared a personal interest as president of Axe Valley Runners. 

 

 Expenditure of £60 on an advertisement in Pulmans Weekly News in support 

of the Grizzly was approved by 8 votes and 2 abstentions (Cllrs Mrs Semple 

and Knight) 

 

243/07 TO AGREE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TOWN’S CHRISTMAS 

LIGHTS 2007 

 It was agreed by 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr Knight) that Torbay 

Lighting should be invited to meet with Members during September, and the 

Clerk was requested to arrange. 

 

244/07 TO PROPOSE THAT IN VIEW OF THE LACK OF COMMUNITY 

FACILITIES IN THE TOWN TOGETHER WITH THE POOR 

TRADING SEASON, EDDC BE REQUESTED TO PROVIDE THE 

TOWN HALL FREE OF CHARGE FOR 5 DAYS DURING 

DECEMBER FOR THE USE OF COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS 

ACTIVITIES (Chairman) 

It was so Resolved by 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr Knight as a 

District Councillor) 

 

245/07 TO DISCUSS LETTER FROM Cllr ANDREW MOULDING 

REGARDING YOUTH AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND TO 

PROPOSE THAT THE COUNCIL OBJECTS STRONGLY TO SUCH 

LACK OF FACILITIES WHICH IS HAMPERING EFFORTS FOR 

SOCIAL COHESION AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE 

TOWN (Chairman) 
It was noted that EDDC were requiring confirmation within three months of 

an organisation able to manage and maintain the youth and community centre 

in Harbour Road car park, after which they would consider other options for 

the building.  They made no commitment to supporting bringing the building 

back into community use, nor to ensuring its replacement through 

redevelopment of the site. 

 

Members were unanimous (Cllr Knight abstaining as a District Councillor) in 

their condemnation of EDDC’s lack of support in enabling the re-opening of 

this building and in providing youth facilities in line with the Prime Minister’s 



ruling that every town should provide such facilities.  It was noted that EDDC 

had agreed a grant to Honiton of £333,000 for their proposed community 

centre. 

 

It was agreed by 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr Knight) that a strong 

letter be written to Cllr Moulding condemning the lack of support from EDDC 

towards the provision of youth and community facilities in Seaton, and to 

request that they contribute a sufficient sum of money towards the upkeep and 

adequate repair to enable the building to be brought back into use for its 

original function, in line with their support of such facilities in other areas of 

East Devon. 

 

246/07 TO DISCUSS AND COMMENT ON SUITABILITY OF SEATON 

TOWN HALL FOR USE AS A POLLING STATION 

 Members agreed by 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr Knight) that 

Seaton Town Hall is a suitable venue for a polling station.  However, because 

of the ever-increasing population, consideration should be given to providing a 

second polling station and a suitable venue would be the Methodist Church in 

Valley View. 

 

247/07 TO NOTE AND DISCUSS RESPONSE FROM PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 

CO-ORDINATOR TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON ORDERS TO 

EXTINGUISH OR DIVERT PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 

 It was unanimously agreed that a letter be sent in response to this public 

consultation stating that Seaton Town Council would not support any Act that 

enabled any public footpaths to be extinguished. 

 

248/07 TO NOTE LETTERS FROM SEATON PRIMARY SCHOOL PUPILS 

REQUESTING INCREASED RECYCLING FACILITIES IN THE 

TOWN 

It was agreed by 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr Knight) that the Clerk 

should forward the letters from Seaton Primary School to EDDC and DCC, 

supporting the school’s statement that recycling facilities in the town are 

inadequate and should be extended to provide for the collection of plastics and 

cardboard.  The Clerk was also asked to respond to the School, thanking the 

pupils for their letter which Members fully supported. 

 

249/07 TO PROPOSE THAT THE COUNCIL’S PROPOSED INFORMATION 

NOTICE BOARDS IN THE TOWN HALL AND PROPOSED 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER COMMENCE IN OCTOBER 2007 (Cllr 

Mrs Roebuck) 

 It was so Resolved by 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr Burrows) 

 

250/07 TO PROPOSE THAT THIS COUNCIL LOOKS INTO THE 

POSSIBILITY OF SEATON TOWN COUNCIL BECOMING A 

QUALITY COUNCIL (Cllr Mrs Collins) 

 It was agreed that initially, the requirements for Quality status had to be 

established.  It was therefore agreed that Cllrs Mrs Collins and Knight, in 

consultation with the Clerk, would provide the necessary information for 

further discussion at the next meeting. 



 

 

251/07 TO RECEIVE Cllr BURROWS’S RECOMMENDATIONS ON NHS 

FOUNDATION TRUST CONSULTATION 

 Cllr Burrows advised that he would be attending a meeting on 27
th

 September 

at which this matter was being discussed, and would be in a better position to 

advise after that.  It was agreed to therefore defer this matter until after that 

date. 

 

252/07 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Cllr Miss O’Connell left the room 

 

a) Mr & Mrs Westmancoat – application to vary The Grove licence 

Mr & Mrs Westmancoat’s concerns were supported and Members 

unanimously agreed that the current licensing hours until 2.30am were 

perfectly adequate and should not be extended because of the disturbance 

such an extension would cause to the neighbourhood.  The Clerk was 

requested to write to the Licensing Officer accordingly. 

 

Cllr Miss O’Connell returned to the room 

 

b) Mr F Akerman – regeneration issues 

It was agreed to consider the various issues raised by Mr Akerman at 

future meetings as appropriate. 

 

253/07 TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATION 06/3400/MOUT 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION LAND ADJOINING HARBOUR 

ROAD, SEATON 

 Deferred until the next or future meeting. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.15pm 

 

 

 

 

These Minutes confirmed this ………day of ………………………………2007 

 

 

Presiding Chairman …………………………….  

 

 

 

 

  

 


