
SEATON  TOWN  COUNCIL 

 
COUNCIL MEETING  MINUTES 

 
28th January 2008 

 

PRESENT:      Cllr Mrs Semple (Chairman) 

Cllrs P Burrows, Mrs P Collins, L Garner, M Greenyer,  

J Meakin, Miss S O’Connell, R Palacio, Mrs J Roebuck, Mrs C 

Wise 

 

APOLOGIES:       Cllrs Knight (hospital appointment), Jones (out of town) 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Sgt Philips, Beat Manager Roy Hutter, PCSO Tina  

 

 

 

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Mr Alex Alexander of the View from Seaton said that in view of the Clerk’s departure he 

wished to place on record his thanks to her for all her past help and assistance. 

 

Mrs June Millman asked Members whether her request for financial assistance for the 

Seaton Majorettes would be considered.  The Clerk replied that the council did not have 

provision in its current budget to make grants to organisations, but would be considering 

making provision in the 2008/9 budget when her request would be looked at along with 

the others that had been received to date and that were noted on the agenda 

 

519/07 APOLOGIES 

 Apologies were accepted and approved. 

 

520/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Meakin declared a personal interest in any discussion that might arise 

relating to Cliff Field Gardens. 

Cllr Semple declared a personal interest in agenda item 23(b) correspondence 

from Seaton Development Trust, her husband being the chairman of that 

organisation. 

 

521/07  COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ WRITTEN REPORTS 

Cllr Meakin referred to the report in the newspaper regarding inadequate 

signage to Seaton Hospital.  He said responsibility for installation of road signs 

rested with DCC Highways and not with the Town Council. 

 

 

 

 

522/07 BEAT MANAGER’S REPORT 



PC Hutter commenced by wishing the council a happy new year.  He then went 

on to report on crime figures.  He said that figures for the month were 

considerably lower than for the same period the previous year.  Overall more 

crimes are being reported but detection rates are also higher.  Christmas proved 

to be relatively quiet, crimes during that period generally drink related.  He 

reminded members and the public to raise any concerns that they may have. 

 

Cllr Burrows referred to his proposal on the agenda relating to the need for 

EDDC to report all cases of vandalism.  PC Hutter confirmed that currently few 

incidents were reported which made their job more difficult. 

 

Cllr Garner raised the issue of illegal parking, particularly in Queen Street.  He 

said the disabled bay was regularly used for long-term parking, resulting in 

other disabled drivers using the loading bay which in turn prevented delivery 

lorries from parking.  They then had no option but to park in the middle of 

Queen Street to make their deliveries, thus blocking the whole road.  PC Hutter 

urged residents to report any cases of traffic infringements on 08452777444. 

 

Sgt Philips then updated the meeting on CCTV.  He said the council had 

previously indicated their support for the provision of CCTV in the town, and 

on that basis he had sought the views of the business community which had 

resulted in donations of approx £3,500.  He said he had then undertaken a 

survey of residents at the Co-op and this clearly demonstrated not just 

overwhelming support, but a willingness by members of the public to meet the 

cost. 

 

Sgt Philips therefore asked the council to re-consider their position and to agree 

to financially support the provision of cameras in the town.  He referred them to 

section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act of 1998 which states the legal 

obligation on the police and local authorities to work together to make safer 

communities.   

 

Cllr Palacio said he believed that the council had previously indicated their 

willingness to financially support the installation of CCTV.  He referred to the 

recent raid at Lloyds Bank in the town and his belief that, had there been CCTV, 

it was possible that some evidence could have been obtained.   

 

Cllr Burrows said that CCTV was not just about protecting businesses in the 

town but was also about protecting the public who may be in the vicinity of any 

criminal activity. 

 

Sgt Philips invited members to view the demonstration camera that had been 

installed on the town hall.  Councillors then left the chamber to view the camera 

and to raise any questions they may have with the providers. 

When members returned to the chamber it was agreed that this matter should be 

discussed again at the next meeting to agree council policy on the provision of 

CCTV. 



 

523/07  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meetings held on 26
th

 November 2007 and 8
th

 January 

20078 were approved and signed by the chairman.  Approval of the minutes of 

the meeting held on 20
th

 December 2007 were deferred as they had been written 

by a councillor and needed to be presented in the correct format. 

 

524/07  COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 Minutes of the following committee meetings were approved and adopted: 

 

 a)   Planning – 12
th

 & 26
th

 November 2007 

b) Cliff Field Gardens & Seaton in Bloom meeting of 1
st
 & 30th October 2007 

c) Allotments Committee – 15
th

 October 2007 

d) Finance & General Purposes – 12
th

 November 2007 

e) Personnel – 8
th

 January 2008 (Cllr Burrows wished to raise a point on these 

minutes but advised he would do so at another meeting) 

 

525/07 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON OFFICIAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The chairman advised that she had attended a craft fair on the 2
nd

 December, 

and the Borrow Pit on the Marshes with Cllr Knight.  

 

526/07 TO RECEIVE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS ON MATTERS 

FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCIL RELEVANT TO THE TOWN 

COUNCIL 

Cllr Mrs Jones was invited to speak on her report.  She referred to two planning 

applications that had gone to Committee, 78 Queen Street which had been 

refused, and Bridleways, also refused.   

 

Cllr Burrows referred to the lack of reporting of criminal damage in Seaton by 

EDDC and asked Cllr Jones to raise this with those responsible for making such 

reports.  He said she could find the information in the EDDC anti-social 

behaviour report that went to the Scrutiny Committee. 

 

527/07 TO AMEND STANDING ORDER 64 IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

ADOPTION OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT 12(2) 

 It was so Resolved 

 

528/07 TO AMEND STANDING ORDERS TO PROVIDE FOR MEMBERS OF 

THE PUBLIC TO ATTEND MEETINGS TO MAKE 

REPRESENTATIONS, GIVE EVIDENCE OR ANSWER QUESTIONS 

 It was so Resolved.  Cllr Meakin abstained. 

 

 

529/07 TO AGREE TOWN COUNCIL POLICY ON THE MANAGEMENT OF 

THE TOWN HALL, AND IN THE EVENT OF VOLUNTEERS TAKING 

ON THIS ROLE, TO OFFER FULL SUPPORT, INCLUDING 

FINANCIAL (Cllr Burrows) 



 Mrs June Millman was invited to comment on this matter.  She said that she was 

prepared to put together a team of volunteers who might assist a manager or 

otherwise, but she needed to know the position of the town council as well as 

EDDC. 

 

 It was agreed to defer a decision on agreeing the council’s policy until the next 

meeting, and the Clerk was requested to re-circulate the business plan that had 

been provided by the Managers of the Exmouth and Sidmouth Pavilions for 

further consideration. 

 

530/07 TO CONSIDER GRANT AID APPLICATION FROM RING & RIDE 

 It was agreed to consider making provision for awarding grants to outside 

organisations when discussing and approving the 2008/9 budget. 

 

531/07 TO CONSIDER GRANT AID APPLICATION FROM EXPLORER 

SCOUTS 

  As above, it was agreed to consider this if provision was made in the next 

budget. 

 

532/07 TO REQUEST EDDC TO REPORT ALL INCIDENTS OF VANDALISM 

IN THE TOWN TO THE POLICE, AND TO ADVISE LOG NUMBERS 

TO THE TOWN COUNCIL (Cllr Palacio) 

 Members unanimously supported this proposal amended: 

 

 To request EDDC and DCC to report all incidents of vandalism in the town to 

the police and to advise log numbers to the town council. 

 

533/07 TO AGREE BUDGET FOR 2008/9 

 The following amendments were agreed: 

 

  Amend heading for Christmas Lights to read “Christmas” only, to cover cost of 

any Christmas events; 

 Increase Capital Projects to £8,000 

 Make provision of £2,000 for Grants 

Town Manager – this provision is on the understanding that it is matched 

funded 

  

 It was unanimously Resolved to set the budget for 2008/9 at £153,252 

 

534/07 TO SET THE PRECEPT FOR 2008/9 

 Members were reminded that anyone in arrears with their Council tax was not 

eligible to vote. 

 

 It was unanimously Resolved to set the precept for 2008/9 at £139,352. 

 



535/07 TO PROPOSE THAT EDDC COUNCILLOR MRS. JONES BE CO-

OPTED TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEE IN THE CAPACITY OF 

OBSERVER AND ADVISOR (Cllr Meakin) 

 It was so Resolved 

 

536/07 TO PROPOSE THAT A MEMBER OF THE PLANNING TEAM AT 

EDDC BE ASKED TO BRIEF THE COUNCIL ON THE EXACT 

NATURE OF RESPONSES EXPECTED FROM TOWN COUNCILS TO 

THE LDF AND TO ADVISE ON WHAT DOCUMENTATION AND 

OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION WILL BE PROVIDED TO TOWN 

COUNCILS IN ADVANCE TO ENABLE THEM TO MAKE AN 

APPROPRIATE RESPONSE (Cllr Semple) 

 This was unanimously agreed. 

 

537/07 TO PROPOSE THAT DCC BE ASKED TO FINANCE THE 

REGENERATION OF SEATON SEAFRONT FROM FISHERMAN’S 

GAP TO BEACH ROAD FROM ITS WINDFALL INCOME OF £48 m 

FROM THE SALE OF EXETER AIRPORT AND THAT A MEETING 

BE ARRANGED BETWEEN APPROPRIATE OFFICERS AT DCC TO 

DISCUSS HOW BEST TO TAKE THIS FORWARD (Cllr Semple) 

Cllr Semple declared a personal interest because she lives in the vicinity of the 

seafront. 

 

It was agreed by 9 votes in favour and 1 against that initially the Clerk should 

seek information on the process for submitting bids to DCC for a share of the 

monies available from the sale of Exeter Airport. 

 

538/07 TO PROPOSE THAT THE COUNCIL TAKES THE POLICY DECISION 

THAT SHOULD THE TIC BE REMOVED OR RE-SITED DURING THE 

REGENERATION PERIOD THAT THIS COUNCIL WILL CEASE 

FUNDING OTHER THAN THAT AGREED FOR THAT FINANCIAL 

YEAR AND THAT ALL RUNNING COSTS OF A TEMPORARILY RE-

SITED OR REMOVED TIC WILL THEREAFTER BE THE 

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE DEVELOPER OF THE SITE.  THE 

DEVELOPER WILL THEN BE RESPONSIBLE FOR DEALING WITH 

THE TRANSFER OF A TOURIST INFORMATION SERVICE TO A 

PERMANENT LOCATION AND THERE WILL BE NO EXPECTATION 

THAT THIS COUNCIL WILL FINANCE A TIC SERVICE AT THAT 

LOCATION (Cllr Semple) 

 The Clerk was requested to establish the lease arrangements with EDDC on the 

current premises.  Subject to that, it was unanimously agreed that any costs 

incurred in re-locating the TIC or costs incurred in any temporary TIC facility 

would not be borne by Seaton Town Council. 

 

 

 



539/07 TO PROPOSE THAT THE COUNCIL WRITES TO WOOLWORTHS 

TO THANK THEM FOR IMPROVING THE WOOLWORTH’S 

BUILDING (Cllr Roebuck) 

 This proposal was unanimously supported.  The Clerk was also requested to 

pursue re-painting of the Western Power poles in the town. 

 

540/07 TO CONSIDER CONSULTATION DOCUMENT ON REGULATIONS  

 RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS 

IN ENGLAND 

 It was noted that a response was required by 15
th

 February.  Cllrs Meakin and 

Semple agreed to read the document and propose a response. 

 

541/07 CORRESPONDENCE 

a) EDDC – Street Collections 

The Clerk advised that she had a list of street collections taking place in the 

town for anyone’s information. 

 

b) Seaton Development Trust – sustainable skills training centre 

Noted 

 

 

 

 

These Minutes confirmed this ……..day of ………………………………………2008 

 

 

Presiding Chairman …………………………………………… 


