SEATON TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

26" November 2007

PRESENT: Cllr Mrs Semple (Chairman)
Cllrs P Burrows, Mrs P Collins, L Garner, M Greenyer,
G Jones, J Knight, J] Meakin, Miss S O’Connell, R Palacio, Mrs
J Roebuck, Mrs C Wise

IN ATTENDANCE: PCSO Mike McGaulay

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Mr John Seward referred to the meeting organised by the youth at which they fed
back to the community on their summer Fun in the Sun Festival. He referred to the
hope that a similar event would be held next year and looked to the council to support
it.

414/07 APOLOGIES
Apologies were accepted and approved.

415/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
CllIr Knight declared an interest as a district councillor
Cllr Meakin declared a personal interest in agenda item 19c that referred to
Cliff Field Gardens on which his property backed.

416/07 BEAT MANAGER'S REPORT
PCSO Mike McGauley reported that there had been 24 crimes in the current
month, similar to the previous month. He reported on a Seaton, Axminster
and Honiton day of action and on current targeting of the misuse of drugs in
the area.

He advised that the bid to the Safer Devon Partnership towards CCTV had
not been successful.

In answer to a question, he confirmed that the police were aware that lead
had been stripped off the primary school’s roof.

417/07 COUNTY & DI STRI CT COUNCI LLORS’ WRI TTEN
None received

418/07 MINUTES
The chairman queried procedure concerning the personal statement made by
CllIr Burrows at the meeting of 22" October 2007. She said, however, that
she did not want the Clerk’s advice but preferred that of the more
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experienced councillors. The Clerk, however, was required to respond
stating that a copy of relevant background documents are affixed to official
minutes.

The Minutes of the meetings held on 1% October 2007, 22" October 2007
and 30" October 2007 were approved and signed by the chairman.

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Minutes of the following committee meetings were approved and adopted:

a) Planning — 8™ and 22" October 2007
b) CIiff Field Gardens & Seaton in Bloom meeting of 1 October 2007

CHAI RMAN'S REPORT ON OFFI CI AL ENGAGEMET!

The chairman advised that she had attended a number of events on behalf of
the council:

Book launch at Colyton History Society, town ball, Seaton co-Responders
event, presentation of certificates in Best Shops competition, majorettes
carol service.

TO RECEIVE DISTRICT COUNCI1LLORS”
MATTERS FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCIL RELEVANT TO THE
TOWN COUNCIL

CllIr Knight reported that he would be attending an EDDC Think Thank
meeting on Seaton regeneration. The chairman commented that she would

be going and had decided to take Cllr Greenyer with her.

TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM Cllr BURROWS ON:

a) Seaton Locality Health Team
Clir Burrows referred to minutes of meetings of 21* July which had been
circulated, and the meeting due to be held on 27" November which
would be circulated when available

b) Senior Council for Devon
Cllr Burrows reported that the Senior Council had had 3 meetings to date
in Seaton. The group was getting established and he would leave details
with the Clerk for anyone who would like to see them. He said Age
Concern were involved who were focusing on the interests of older
people. Next meeting: 24™ January at Seaton Methodist Church, 10 —
2.00pm

TO AGREE THAT TENDERS BE SOUGHT FOR RE-
COMMENCEMENT OF WORK ON PATHWAY FROM ST.
GREGORY' S CHURCH

The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with Officers at EDDC, and
EDDC were offering to seek tenders for completion of the work which
would meet health and safety standards. She said the Council would need to
budget for between £6-8,000.

REPORT



It was Resolved that the Clerk should continue to work with EDDC, accept
their offer to seek tenders and that the costs be met from the council’s
current budget.

424/07 TO AMEND STANDING ORDER 64 IN ACORDANCE WITH
ADOPTION OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT 12(2)
Agreed to bring back to next meeting

425/07 TO AMEND STANDING ORDERS TO PROVIDE FOR MEMBERS
OF THE PUBLIC TO ATTEND MEETINGS TO MAKE
REPRESENTATIONS, GIVE EVIDENCE OR ANSWER
QUESTIONS

Agreed to bring back to next meting.

426/07 TO CONSIDER OFFER OF TRAINING FROM DAPC AT A COST
OF APPROX £30
The Clerk advised that the Area Secretary of DAPC had written to offer
training support to the council.

It was agreed to accept the offer of training at a cost of £30, the Clerk to
arrange in the New Year.

427/07 TO NOTE Cl 1l r WISE'S RESI GNATI ON AS COUl
REPRESENTATIVE ON EAST DEVON RURAL TRANSPORT
FORUM, AND TO NOMINATE A REPLACEMENT IF REQUIRED
Resignation noted. It was also noted that no details had been received of
meetings of this Forum and it was therefore agreed that a decision on the
appointment of a replacement should be deferred.

428/07 TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF £5,000 AS SEATON TOWN
COUNCIL'S CONTRIBUTI ON TO PROJECT DEVEL
MANAGER FOR THE EAST DEVON VISITOR CENTRES
As market testing had now commenced, it was agreed by 11 votes in favour
and 1 abstention (Cllr Greenyer) to approve payment.

429/07 TO PROPOSE THAT A TASK AND FINISH GROUP BE FORMED
OF NOT LESS THAN 7 PEOPLE TO DRAFT A REPORT ON THE
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK IN READINESS FOR
THE FORMAL REQUEST FROM EDDC WHICH WILL COME IN
EARLY 2007 AND REQUIRE A QUICK RESPONSE (CllIr Semple)
It was agreed by 11 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Clir Knight) that a
meeting would be held prior to a Planning meeting. Membership was not
agreed nor the date of the proposed meeting.
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TO PROPOSE THAT SEATON TOWN COUNCIL FOLLOWS DAPC
BEST PRACTICE AND CIRCULATES DRAFT AGENDAS TO THE
CHAIRMAN, VICE CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMEN OF SPECIFIC
COMMITTEES AT LEAST 24 HOURS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
FOR THE PUBLIC (Clir Roebuck)

The Clerk advised that the statement was incorrect as DAPC did not follow
this practice. This was agreed. The Clerk said that what was best practice
was for any proposals affecting the workings of the Council office to be
discussed with the Clerk who was responsible for the council’s
administration. Best practice was also for the chairman of the council or
committees to discuss agendas prior to a meeting to ensure they were
familiar with the content. This practice had been followed for a number of
years but not currently.

The Clerk reminded members that when this proposal had been discussed at
a previous meeting, it had been withdrawn because it was recognised that the
purpose for it had not been established. The chairman replied that the
proposal would enable her to check the book in the Clerk’s office in which
councillors noted proposals for discussion.

The Clerk pointed out that agendas were the responsibility of the clerk and
were issued under the Clerk’s signature; she said she could not undertake to
always meet the timetable suggested and that such a policy would
disenfranchise members from their right to have items included on agendas
up until issue.

The proposal was supported by 8 votes in favour and 4 against.

TO CONSIDER DCC MINERALS & WASTE DEVELOPMENT
FRAMEWORK MINERALS CORE STRATEGY CONSULTATION
PAPER

Cllr Meakin advised that he had previously commented on a consultation on
this matter and it was agreed that there was nothing to add.

TO SEEK REPORT ON THE FOLLOWING EDDC AREAS OF
RESPONSIBILITY (Clir Burrows)
a) Town Hall — state of Council chamber

It was noted that work on the Council chamber had now been completed.

b) Fisherman’s Gap Toilet Block
The Clerk advised that Streetscene had placed an order for new roofing
that was virtually indestructible. It was agreed, however, that the Clerk
should propose to EDDC that a strong prickly hedge be planted on the
bank between the pathway and the toilets to deter people accessing the
roof.

c) CIiff Field Lights
The Clerk advised that Streetscene had submitted a bid for first round
EDDC budget discussions for replacement lights along Cliff Field strip




d) Dog Warden Service
It was noted that the district had the services of one dog warden only.
There was evidence of increased dog fouling and the Clerk was
requested to raise this with Streetscene.

433/07 TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE RECOMMENDATIONS FROMTIC
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The TIC Advisory Committee had met following the council meeting of 22"
October 2007 at which consideration of pay and conditions of employment
of council employees had been deferred to enable members of the TIC
Advisory Committee to review the TIC budget.. At the meeting of the
Advisory Committee of 7" November, details of which had been circulated,
the following recommendations were made:

a) that the council approaches the parish councils of Beer, Axmouth and
Colyton for financial support;

b) that professional help be sought for improving the TIC website;

c) that businesses be approached to give financial support;

d) that the council reaches agreement on whether the TIC is a service, a
business or a combination of the two.

Items (a), (b) and ( c) were unanimously agreed. There was considerable
discussion on item (d) with members questioning whether the council should
continue to fund the TIC . Mr John Seward, a member of the TIC Advisory
Committee was invited to comment and he advised members that this
facility had always been supported by the town council since it opened its
current premises in 1997; the level of support having increased more
recently due to the withdrawal of EDDC grant. However, the TIC
Manager’s brief had been to reduce that financial support yearly which she
had been achieving.

Members did not wish to make a decision and it was proposed that item (d)
be deferred for a future meeting. The Clerk reminded members of the need
to agree the TIC budget prior to setting the budget in January.

434/07 TO CONSIDER AND RESPOND TO SOUTH WEST WATER
DOCUMENTS "DELIVERING PURE WATER, PURE
PURE ENVI RONMENT” AND “THE NEW SOUTH WE
SWEEP AND BEYOND”
Cllr Greenyer undertook to read this document and report back to the next
meeting.

435/07 TO CONSIDER GRANT AID APPLICATION FROM RING & RIDE
It was agreed by 11 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr Burrows) to
consider this item at the precept setting meeting

436/07 TO PROPOSE THAT THIS COUNCIL CHANGES THE WAY IT
ASSIGNS SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITIES (Cllr Semple)
A background paper had been prepared by the chairman in which she was
proposing that members became “experts” in a non-exhaustive list including
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“business and economy”, “planning”, “regeneration”, “civic amenities”,
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“health and well-being”, “youth”, “law and order”, “Town Hall”, “recreation
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and leisure”, “environment”, “tourism”, “traffic”.

It was agreed that this matter be discussed further at an informal council
meeting, the date of which was not set.

TO CONFIRM SUPPORT FOR ANY APPROACH BY TIME TEAM
TO UNDERTAKE FILMING AT HONEY DITCHES SHOULD SUCH
A REQUEST BE RECEIVED

The Clerk advised that the County archaeologist had been contacted by Time
Team about the possibility of undertaking a dig at Honey Ditches. The
proposal had been agreed in principle, as it had by EDDC who owned the
land. As a courtesy, the Town Council’s views were now being sought. She
advised that previous councils had always fully supported such a proposal.

It was unanimously agreed that any dig undertaken by Time Team should be
supported.

TO CONSIDER AND AGREE QUOTATION FOR REPAIRS TO
UNDERFLEET PLAY AREA EQUIPMENT

The Clerk advised that a new swing frame was required and at least one,
preferably both, goal mouths required repair.

It was Resolved that the quotation from Devotec for £1,713 be accepted to
repair both goalmouths. Regarding the swing frame, the Clerk was
requested to seek the playground inspector’s advice on the height of frame.

TO RECEI VE WORKI NG PARTY'S RECOMMENDED
TO PROPOSED CHANGES TO EDDC STATEMENT OF

LICENSING POLICY

Cllrs Semple, Knight, Collins and Jones had agreed at the council meeting of

10 September to set up a working party in conjunction with the Seaton

Licensed Victuallers Association to look at EDDC Statement of Licensing

Policy. It was noted that no recommendations were available as the working

party had not met.

TO RECEI VE MEMBERS’ RECOMMENDED RESPONSE
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY REVIEW OF ADDITIONAL PITCH

PROVISION FOR GYPSIES AND TRAVELLERS IN THE SOUTH

WEST

No recommended response had been submitted.

TO CLARIFY SEATON TOWN COUNCI LS RELATI
WITH SEATON VISITOR CENTRE TRUST

The Clerk advised that the Visitor Centre Trust had requested Cllr Collins to

seek clarification from the council on how they viewed their relationship

with the Trust in the light of the significant change in council membership.
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Members unanimously agreed that they continued the total council support
of the Seaton Visitor Centre Trust.

TO NOTE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ENFORCEMENT OF BYE-
LAWS

The clerk advised that Clir Knight had sought information from EDDC and
under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environments Act and the
Environmental Protection Act community enforcement officers had the
power to issue fixed penalty notices in respect of dog fouling; fly posting
could similarly be addressed.

TO AGREE DECEMBER MEETING DATE
It was agreed not to hold a meeting in December.

CORRESPONDENCE

a) Mary Seaton- Magistrates in the Community
Mrs Seaton’s offer to meet with members to discuss ways of
strengthening ties between magistrates and the community was noted.
The Clerk was requested to invite Mrs Seaton to a meeting.

b) Mrs Flatman — traffic issues in Bunts Lane
Cllr Roebuck declared a personal interest as she lived nearby.

The Clerk referred to correspondence with Mrs Flatman in which she
had raised concerns at safety issues in Bunts Lane. Some of these issues
the Clerk had referred as appropriate, but Mrs Flatman was asking
members to visit the area to view the problems for themselves.

It was agreed to refer this matter to the Traffic Group

c) Mr Seward — TIC Advisory Committee
Mr Seward, as a member of the TIC Advisory Committee, had written to
express his concern at the chairman’s letter to the press stating that
meetings of that committee did not include TIC staff, when in fact they
always included the TIC Manager. As a former councillor he also
questioned the chairman’s statement implying that previous councillors
had left many matters undecided for many many years. The chairman
responded by advising that she had now spoken with Mr Seward about
the points raised.

d) EDDC — dog fouling
The Clerk referred to the response from EDDC following her letter to
them about the increase in dog fouling and the inadequate measures to
tackle it. It was noted that EDDC’s current service contract was due for
renewal and it was intended to split the stray dog collection element
from the enforcement element in the hope that this would reduce the
problem of fouling. It was their hope that during the coming year they
would work more closely with the towns and parishes to develop an
enforcement strategy to meet the needs of each area.




e) Mrs K Little — Fermoy’s Garden Centre
It was noted that Mrs Little would forward correspondence with
Fermoy’s Garden Centre to Liatris, the major owners of the regeneration
site.

f) Axmouth Parish Council — public conveniences
It was noted that whilst Axmouth Parish Council supported the need for
toilet facilities in the general harbour area, they would not support any
such provision along the harbour side. They would, however, support a
bid to EDDC to build elsewhere within that vicinity.
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Presiding Chairman



