
SEATON  TOWN  COUNCIL 

 
COUNCIL MEETING  MINUTES 

 
23

rd
  July 2007 

   

PRESENT:        Cllr Mrs Semple (Chairman) 

Cllrs P Burrows, Mrs P Collins, L Garner, M Greenyer, G 

Jones, J Meakin, Miss S O’Connell, R Palacio, Mrs J Roebuck,  

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  PC Roy Hutter 

 

APOLOGIES:         Cllr Mrs Wise (unwell) 

          Cllr Mrs Rogers 

 

 

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions from the public 

 

180/07 APOLOGIES 

 Apologies wee accepted and approved 

 

181/07 BEAT MANAGER’S REPORT 

PC Hutter advised that 34 crimes had been committed in July, the majority 

being criminal damage. 11 crimes had been detected.  He sought the help of 

the press in reminding the public to keep vehicles and homes secure and to 

keep valuables out of sight.  He reported on the community action day held 

on 20
th

 July at which advice and help had been offered to residents in a 

targeted area. 

 

PC Hutter reported that anti social behaviour appeared to be on the increase 

since the introduction of a ban on smoking in public places because more 

drinking is taking place outside licensed premises resulting in increased 

noise. 

 

Cllr Knight asked PC Hutter if he would request greater police presence at 

week-ends at areas such as Jubilee Gardens, Seafield Gardens and Windsor 

Gardens.  PC Hutter agreed to take this request forward and also advised that 

the police were aware of troublesome areas  which plain clothes officers 

were now monitoring. 

 

PC Hutter was thanked for his attendance and then left the meeting. 

 

182/07 COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ WRITTEN REPORTS 

 Noted 

 

183/07 MINUTES 

Minutes of the meeting held on 25
th

 June 2007 were confirmed and signed by 

the chairman. 



 

184/07 COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 The following committee meeting minutes were received and adopted: 

 

a) Planning – 11
th

 & 25
th

 June 2007 

b) Finance & General Purposes – 11
th

 June 2007 

c)   Cliff Field Gardens & Seaton in Bloom – 5
th

 June 2007 

 

185/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 The following interests were declared: 

 

 Cllr Knight declared an interest in all matters relating to EDDC; 

Cllr Burrows declared a personal interest in agenda item 21 (proposal to ban 

dogs on Seaton beach) as a dog owner, and a personal interest in agenda item 

24 (advertisement in Carnival programme) as a member of the Carnival 

Committee; 

Cllr Garner declared a personal interest in agenda item 21 (proposal to ban 

dogs on Seaton beach) being a dog owner; 

Cllr Palacio declared a personal interest in agenda item 21 (proposal to ban 

dogs on Seaton beach) being a dog owner. 

 

186/07 CHAIRMAN’S OFFICIAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The chairman advised that she had attended the opening of Mr Donald 

Campbell’s garden as part of the National Gardens Scheme.  Mr Campbell 

had generously donated profits from the sale of teas to the Seaton Visitor 

Centre Trust. 

 

187/07 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT ON MATTERS AFFECTING 

SEATON 

 Noted 

 

188/07 TO PROPOSE THAT STANDING ORDER 54 BE AMENDED TO 

PROVIDE FOR THE ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN, VICE 

CHAIRMAN AND COMMITTEE OF THE CLIFF FIELD GARDENS 

& SEATON IN BLOOM COMMITTEE TO TAKE PLACE IN MAY 

OF EACH YEAR, AND THOSE SO ELECTED TO REMAIN IN POST 

UNTIL THE FOLLOWING MAY (Cllr Greenyer) 

 Cllr Greenyer said that the reason for this proposal was because Standing 

Orders conflicted with each other, Standing Order 41  providing for election 

of committees in May and stating that members so appointed could not hold 

office later than the next annual meeting, but Standing Order 54 providing 

for re-election of this committee in November. 

 

 After discussion Cllr Greenyer said he would withdraw the proposal.  It was 

then agreed by 7 votes in favour and 4 abstentions (Cllrs Burrows, Mrs 

Roebuck, Greenyer and Mrs Collins) to propose that only the election of the 

chairman of this committee should take place in November of each year. 

 

 



189/07 TO RECEIVE MOCK-UP OF PROPOSED QUARTERLY COUNCIL 

NEWSLETTER 

 A preliminary mock-up was produced for circulation. 

 

190/07 TO CONSIDER PROVISION OF NOTICE BOARDS IN FOYER OF 

TOWN HALL TO ADVISE THE PUBLIC OF THE WORK OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL (from previous meeting) 

 The Clerk confirmed that currently EDDC did not have any objection to 

notice boards being placed in the foyer.  It was agreed to defer this matter 

until September. 

 

191/07 TO AGREE CONTINUATION OF MONTHLY SURGERIES; IF 

APPROVED, TO AGREE DATES FROM OCTOBER 2007 AND TO 

CONSIDER PROPOSAL THAT THE SURGERIES EXTEND TO 2 

HOURS FROM 10.00am – 12 noon. 

 It was agreed: 

 

a) to continue to hold monthly surgeries; 

b) that  surgeries be held between 10.00 am – 11.00 am but to extend  

beyond that time if necessary; 

c) dates as follows: 

 

6
th

 October  Cllrs Knight, Jones and Miss O’Connell 

10
th

 November Cllrs Palacio and Meakin 

8
th

 December  Cllrs Mrs Semple and Mrs Collins 

12
th

 January  Cllrs Knight and Greenyer 

9
th

 February  Cllrs Jones and Burrows 

8
th

 March  Cllrs Mrs Collins and Burrows 

12
th

 April  Cllrs Mrs Semple and Knight 

 

192/07 TO NOTE EAST DEVON’S POOR RECYCLING FIGURES AND TO 

PROPOSE THAT THE DISTRICT COUNCIL BE ASKED TO 

ADVISE HOW THEY INTEND TO MEET THE GOVERNMENT’S 

TARGETS TO AVOID FINANCIAL LANDFILL PENALTIES (Cllr 

Mrs Wise) 

 Cllr Mrs Wise was not at the meeting but members agreed to discuss the 

proposal. 

 

 Cllr Knight advised members that EDDC was looking at weekly collections 

of tins, bottles, paper and kitchen waste, plus recyclable plastics, with 

residuals collected fortnightly.  This scheme would be piloted initially on 

1,200 houses between Seaton and Axminster in October.  It was noted that 

East Devon had made improvements in their recycling targets but it was 

agreed by 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr Meakin) to support the 

proposal as submitted. 

 

193/07 TO NOTE APPROVAL OF REQUEST TO NAME THE 

DEVELOPMENT AT RIVERMEAD, COLYFORD ROAD, SEATON, 

“GARRETT WAY” IN HONOUR OF THE LATE DES GARRETT, 

AND TO CONSIDER AN APPROPRIATE CEREMONY 



 The Clerk was requested to seek further information on the late Des Garrett 

from the Museum Curator, and to arrange an appropriate ceremony. 

 

194/07 TO NOTE REPORT OF TOWN HALL WORKING PARTY 

 It was noted that help was being given by the managers of other halls to look 

at the potential of Seaton Town Hall and to assist in a business plan.   

 

195/07 TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO RE-ARRANGE MEETING WITH 

MISS SARA RANDALL JOHNSON 

 It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Miss Randall Johnson with 

suggested dates for her to attend prior to other meetings of the council. 

 

196/07 TO NOTE Cllr MISS O’CONNELL’S RESIGNATION AS COUNCIL 

REPRESENTATIVE ON AXE VALLEY LOCAL ACTION GROUP 

AND EAST DEVON POLICE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE, AND 

TO ELECT A NEW REPRESENTATIVE 

 Noted.  It was agreed that Cllr Palacio would continue to represent the 

Council at meetings of the above organisations. 

 

197/07 TO CONSIDER NEW CODE OF CONDUCT AND PROPOSE 

ADOPTION OF THE MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT INCLUDING 

PARAGRAPH 12(2) )Cllr Meakin) 

 It was unanimously Resolved to adopt the new Model Code of Conduct, 

including paragraph 12 (2). 

 

198/07 TO NOTE EDDC ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OPEN DAY ON 24
th

 

JULY 2007 AT THE TOWN HALL 

 Noted.  Members were encouraged to attend. 

 

199/07 TO PROPOSE THAT MRS KATE LITTLE BE INVITED TO MEET 

COUNCILLORS (Cllr Mrs Collins) 

 It was agreed that the Clerk should invite Mrs Little to meet councillors on a 

date prior to a Planning Meeting, the main topic to be the Local Development 

Framework. 

 

200/07 TO PROPOSE THAT EDDC BE ASKED TO AMEND THE BYE-LAW 

BANNING DOGS ON BEACHES TO APPLY TO ALL OF SEATON’S 

BEACHES (Cllr Mrs Roebuck) 

 Mrs Roebuck proposed an amendment that a ban on dogs on Seaton beach be 

sought during the period May to September. 

 

 In discussion it was agreed that it was the few irresponsible dog owners who 

spoilt the enjoyment of the majority.  Therefore the issue was more about 

effective enforcing of the current bye-laws which required more dog 

wardens. 

 

 It was agreed that Cllr Knight would pass to the EDDC Visioning Group the 

need for additional resources to enforce the laws on dog fouling, i.e. more 

dog wardens who would visit the beaches and other areas of concern more 

often. 



 

 It was also agreed by 10 votes in favour and 1 abstention (Cllr Knight) that 

the Clerk write to EDDC seeking additional dog wardens and greater 

patrolling of Seaton’s beaches.  

 

201/07 TO PROPOSE THAT ONLY ESSENTIAL MEETINGS OF THE 

COUNCIL SHOULD BE HELD DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST 

 It was Resolved that during August meetings of the planning committee 

would continue as scheduled on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Monday of the month, and a 

Council meeting would take place on 4
th

 Monday of the month to discuss 

essential matters only. 

 

202/07 TO PROPOSE THAT A LETTER BE SENT TO FW WOOLWORTHS 

DEMANDING THAT THEY IMPROVE THE EXTERIOR OF THEIR 

BUILDING IN SEATON AND, IF AGREED, TO CONTINUE TO 

WRITE EACH MONTH UNTIL THE WORK IS UNDERTAKEN (Cllr 

Mrs Roebuck) 

 This proposal was unanimously supported. 

 

203/07 TO CONSIDER REQUEST THAT THE COUNCIL SUPPORTS THE 

SEATON CARNIVAL PROGRAMME BY PURCHASING 

ADVERTISING SPACE 

 It was agreed that as the Council was sponsoring the Carnival Queen’s float, 

consideration of further financial support should be deferred until discussion 

of next year’s budget. 

 

204/07 TO RECEIVE BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON TRANSITION 

TOWNS (Cllr Mrs Collins) 

 It was noted that Mr Rob Hopkins who runs TransitionCulture.org had 

offered to talk to the Council to give them information on transition towns.  

It was agreed that at a future town meeting Mr Hopkins could be invited to 

talk on this topic but that in the meantime, further information be obtained. 

 

205/07 CORRESPONDENCE 

a) NHS Foundation Trust Consultation 

Cllr Burrows agreed to read the report and recommend responses. 

 

b) Mr Richards – Fosseway Court 

It was noted that the chairman had passed Mr Richards letter to EDDC 

Environmental Health. 

 

  

 

These Minutes confirmed this …………day of …………………………..2007 

 

 

Presiding Chairman ……………………………… 


