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PRESENT:
Councillors 

P Burrows – Chairman

Cllr Mrs S Jones

Cllr J Semple
Cllr J Pigott

Cllr J Meakin

Cllr R Morgan

Cllr Mrs V Christmas

Cllr Mrs H Sanham

Cllr Mrs G Sedgwick
Cllr J Knight

IN ATTENDANCE:

Clerk to the Council: Mr PJ Higginson, PCSO Bolsover, twenty nine members of the public and one members of the press

Public Participation 

Mr D Morgan, Mr Marcus Hartnell, Mrs H Mackie, Mrs B Dearden-Potter, Mr C Byrne-Jones all spoke of the need in principle for the town to have St Clare’s retained as a facility for the town. Additionally Mr Byrne-Jones spoke of the need to retain the toilets and part of the old Youth Centre in the Underfleet and of the consequent need to re-appraise the Tesco public realm application. 
25/11. To receive apologies for absence and to consider whether to approve the reasons given.
Cllr B Palacio – abroad.
Resolved apologies were received and approved.

26/11. To confirm the Minutes of the extraordinary Council meeting held on 31 May 2011 

The minutes of the meeting held on 31 May 2011 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
27/11. To receive the Police report.

PCSO Bolsover referred to the crime statistics he had circulated to Members. He was pleased to report the continuing decrease in crime levels (24 to 18 for the month, 104 to 74 for the year to date).

28/11. DCC/EDDC Representatives Reports

These are attached to these Minutes.
29/11. Declarations of Interest. Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 SI No.1159. (NB this does not preclude any later declarations).

Cllr Mrs S Jones and Cllr P Burrows declared interests as East Devon District Council Members.
Cllr J Knight declared interest as an East Devon District Council Member and Devon County Council member. In addition a personal interest in the discussion on St Clare’s where he continues to be open to the views of others on this matter.
Cllr H Sanham – personal interest with regard to Seaton Visitor Centre Trust (member).

Cllr G Sedgewick – prejudicial interest with regard to the TIC (accommodation provider). 
30/11. Exclusion of the press and public – To agree any items to be dealt with after the public, including the press, have been excluded under Standing Order 1 ©.

It was Resolved to exclude the Press and Public from items on the filling of the Council vacancy and Freeman of the town.

31/11. Mayor’s announcements

The Mayor reported on events he had attended to date and that he had been appointed to the East Devon District Council Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Licensing Committee.
32/11. To receive and adopt the following Committee Minutes:
It was Resolved to receive and adopt the Minutes of the:

· Finance & General Purposes 11 April 2011 

· Planning, Environment, Highways 26 April 2011 

· Planning, Environment, Highways 23 May 2011 

33/11. Devon County Council has announced it is to offer St Clares for sale on the open market in July 2012. In view of the possible loss to the town of this important public asset, Members may wish to consider what action the Council should take to secure this town facility for the future.

A detailed debate took place with all Members giving their views as to how best the Council should handle the start of the process to achieve the retention of St Clare’s. During the debate, Standing Orders were suspended to allow Mrs Manley of Seaton’s Voice to offer advice.
It was Resolved

The Council supports the principle of retaining St Clare’s as a continuing asset for the town.

The Chairman and Clerk make arrangements to visit County Hall to meet with appropriate Members and Officers to seek a straight Devon County Council/Council asset transfer, best possible price or lease.

To set up a Working Party tasked with the production of a business plan, to identify what the building can provide, to ascertain the needs of the people of Seaton with regard to St Clare’s and to identify whether there are other stakeholders willing to participate.

34/11. To approve payments made since the May meeting.

It was so Resolved
35/11. To adopt the 2010/11 Accounts and to approve the annual governance statement.

It was Resolved to approve and adopt the 2010/11 Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement.
36/11. To consider draft terms of reference for the TIC and Tourism Committee, and the Seaton in Bloom Committee, to agree membership and the date of their first meeting.

TIC Committee

Cllr Sedgwick left the Chamber for this item
It was Resolved:

· to agree the terms of reference as produced by the Clerk (attached
)

· the Committee comprise Cllrs Sanham, Meakin, Pigott, one representative from the Chamber of Commerce.

· the First meeting to take place after the Financial & General Purposes Committee meeting on 27 June 2011.

Seaton in Bloom Committee

It was Resolved:

· that the Primary Purpose be “To plan and manage Seaton’s entry into the South West in Bloom competition and to plan and mange the town’s floral attractiveness throughout the year”.
· the Secondary Purposes remain proposed.

· the Committee comprise  Cllrs Sedgwick, Christmas, Palacio and Mrs Flo Townley.

· the first meeting will be held on completion of the July Council meeting. 
37/11. To consider the setting up of a Town Development Partnership Group.

No agreement could be reached on this matter.

It was Resolved.

· to invite the Town Development Manager to the July Council meeting and to revisit the matter after that.
38/11. To consider the production of terms of reference for all Council Committees.

It was Resolved not to produce Terms of Reference for other Council Committees.
39/11. To note EDDC intend to commence repair to the Jubilee Gardens water feature in the autumn of 2011, and to consider their policy that until repair is affected, the facility will only be switched on for a short period on rare/special occasions.
It was Resolved the Clerk write to Cllr Chubb at East Devon District Council to state the position is currently unsatisfactory and the Town Council seeks a guaranteed repair this Autumn.

Cllr S Jones suggested Cllr Sedgwick attend the next East Devon District Council Cabinet meeting to raise the matter under public questions.

40/11. To note the Minutes of the last Seaton Visitor Centre Client Advisory Group and to consider whether to appoint a Council representative (the Clerk has to date been included in the Group).

It was Resolved to appoint Cllr Mrs H Sanham as the Council’s representative on the Seaton Visitor Centre Trust.

41/11. It is proposed the Council invites the new EDDC Regeneration Development Officer, Mr Richard Cohen, to a future Council Meeting.

It was so Resolved

42/11. To consider applications for co-option to the Council and to fill the vacancy.

It was Resolved that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public withdraw.

The press and public left the Chamber.

Co-option

The final outcome of the voting was a tied vote between Mr Jones and Mr Seward. The Chairman decided not to use his casting vote.

It was Resolved to invite Mr Jones and Mr Seward to attend the July Council meeting for interview when a final selection for co-option will be made.

43/11. A notice of motion has been proposed by Cllr J Knight and seconded by Cllr B Palacio with regard to the selection of the first Freeman of the town.

It was Resolved to agree to the nominated person being selected as the first Freeman of the Town, and for the Chairman to make all the necessary arrangements with regard to the award.

The meeting closed at 20.55pm 
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