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PRESENT:
Councillors 

P Burrows – Chairman

Cllr Mrs S Jones

Cllr B Palacio
Cllr J Semple
Cllr J Pigott

Cllr R Morgan

Cllr J Knight
Cllr Mrs V Christmas

Cllr Mrs H Sanham

Cllr Mrs G Sedgwick

IN ATTENDANCE:

Clerk to the Council: Mr PJ Higginson, six members of the public.
Public Questions

Mr Buskin commented on the financial burden of the Council paying salaries to two clerks. He was advised Mr Mears has resigned from his position as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer.
Mrs Manley, referring to the agenda item on Seaton Voice suggested standing orders is suspended at the appropriate stage to allow her to comment.

Cllr Palacio welcomed all Members to the first meeting of the Council.

1/11. To elect a Chairman and signature of Acceptance of office
 Cllr Palacio took the Chair for this item.
Cllr Burrows was elected Chairman for 2011/12 and signed his Acceptance of Office form.

Cllr Burrows then took the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.
2/11. To elect a Vice Chairman

Resolved Cllr R Morgan was elected Vice Chairman for 2011/12.

3/11. To receive apologies for absence and to consider whether to approve the reasons given.

Resolved apologies were received and approved.

4/11. Declarations of Interest – Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 SI No.1159.(NB this does not preclude any later declarations).
 Cllrs Mrs S Jones and P Burrows declared interests as East Devon District Council Members. Cllr H Sanham declared a personal interest as a Seaton Voice Volunteer.

5/11. Exclusion of the press and public – To agree any items to be dealt with after the public, including the press, have been excluded under Standing Order 1 ©.

 No items were raised
6/11. Confirmation of the Minutes of the meeting held on 26 April 2011.

 The minutes of the meeting held on 26 April 2011 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

7/11. Appointment of Members to existing Committees.

It was Resolved to appoint Members as follows:

Finance and General Purposes Committee
Cllrs G Sedgwick, J Semple, J Meakin, V Christmas, J Pigott, R Morgan, H Sanham and P Burrows

Planning, Environment, Highways and Regeneration

Cllrs J Meakin, V Christmas, J Pigott, R Morgan, H Sanham R Palacio and P Burrows

Allotments

Cllrs G Sedgwick, R Morgan and R Palacio

Youth & Recreation

Cllrs G Sedgwick, J Pigott, R Morgan and R Palacio

The Council Chairman and Vice Chairman are ex-officio members of all Council committees.

The Personnel Committee membership is the Vice Chairman and the Chairmen of existing committees.

8/11. To consider whether there is a requirement to create new committees, and if so, to agree their terms of reference and membership.

It was Resolved to create the following new committees:

Seaton in Bloom, TIC Advisory (to include tourism and the Seaton Visitor Centre), and Town Development Management and for the Clerk to produce draft Terms of Reference for the next meeting. No decision regarding membership was taken. 

Cllr Knight joined the meeting during this item (1920hours).

9/11. To agree arrangements for the review and adoption of appropriate standing orders and financial regulations

It was Resolved to form a working party comprising Cllrs H Sanham, J Semple and J Pigott to review the Council’s current Standing Orders and Financial Regulations to be reviewed by the Finance & General Purposes Committee.
10/11. To make arrangements for the review of the Council’s complaints procedure to include procedures for the handling of requests made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1988.

Cllr Semple raised the regulations required by the Environmental Information Regulations 2004. It was Resolved these be taken into account in the handling of request review and the Personnel Committee carry out the review of the complaints procedures.
11/11. To agree the dates and times of the Schedule of Meetings programme May 2011 – April 2012.

It was so Resolved. The Clerk made the point that changes will undoubtedly have to be made as the availability of the Committee Room may well change. A new programme will need to be issued from time to time.
12/11. To make appointments to the Seaton Regeneration Board and the Seaton’s Voice CIC Board of Management 

a) Seaton Regeneration Board. Cllr Knight declared an interest in this item as an East Devon District Council Member. By the casting vote of the Chairman, Cllr Sanham was elected as the Council elected member of the East Devon District Council Seaton Regeneration Board.

b) Seaton’s Voice CIC Board of Management. Standing Orders were suspended to permit Mrs Manley to inform Members that Seaton’s Voice CIC Board of Management will shortly hold its first meeting. It was Resolved to appoint Cllr Morgan as the Council’s representative to the Board.

13/11. To note the 2011/12 Budget
It was Resolved to note.

14/11. To approve the payments made since the last meeting.

The schedule of receipts and payments for months 12/10 and 1/11 are attached. It was Resolved to approve the payments.
The Clerk advised members to raise their individual financial queries direct with the Financial Assistant, Mrs Mackay.

It was Resolved the Finance & General Purposes Committee consider the £2500 returned Festival of Cycling Grant.
15/11.  To resolve that political party politics do not form any part of the Council’s deliberations

It was Resolved

16/11. To consider nominating a representative to the DALC County Committee for 2011/15

It was Resolved to nominate Cllr J Semple.

17/11.  To consider whether the Council should take advantage of their power to create Freeman of the town and whether this should replace the current Citizen of the Year award

It was Resolved to take up the powers of creating Freemen and to also continue with the Citizen of the Year award.

18/11.  It is proposed the Council invites representatives of local organisations and interested residents to a meeting with the aim a committee is formed to consider and take forward the form of the town’s celebrations of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012.

It was Resolved to call a public meeting and to request Cllr Meakin to take the chair.

The meeting closed at 20.15pm 






MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, IN THE TOWN HALL, SEATON ON MONDAY 16 MAY  2011  AT 7.30PM
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