[image: image1]  SEATON TOWN COUNCIL
Town Hall

Fore Street

Seaton

Devon

EX12 2LD

E-mail admin@seaton.gov.uk
Tel: 01297 21388

Town Mayor: Cllr R Palacio



[image: image2.jpg]



COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
 

 G Jones – Chairman

J Knight         







J Pigott



R Morgan                                  
J Meakin

                    Mrs S Jones
IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr P Higginson (Clerk to the Council), two members of the public and PC Norton

Prior to the start of the meeting PC Norton reported on the crime fiqures. For January 2011 thirteen crimes were recorded (the same number as January 2010), for February 2011 (to date) six crimes had been recorded (a reduction from fifteen for February 2010). PC Norton also reported on the PACT surveys; these indicated public concerns were:
           -  anti-social behaviour

           -  under-age drinking

           -  anti-social driving/speeding

           -  dog fouling

It is from these concerns that the Police action plan will develop.  

177. Apologies for absence and to consider whether to approve reasons given. 
Apologies for absence have been received from Cllr Palacio (family commitments), Cllr Miss O’Connell (family commitments), Cllr Burrows (abroad), Cllr Jackson (abroad), Cllr Greenyer (work), and Cllr Fisher (work).
RESOLVED – to accept and approve apologies for absence and the reasons stated.
178. Declarations of Interest. Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 SI No.1159. (NB this does not preclude any later declarations).
Cllr Knight declared a personal interest in item 9 (Axe Valley Runners). Cllr Ms S Jones declared a blanket interest in any matter which concerned her position as an East Devon District Councillor.
179. Town Mayors Announcements.

In the absence of the Town Mayor this item was not taken.
180. Exclusion of the Press and Public – To agree any items to be dealt with after the public, including the press, have been excluded under Standing Order 1 (C).
It was Resolved to exclude the public and press from discussion on items 14 (Seaton Voice) and 15 (Council policy on the payment of expenses in connection with interview and recruitment).
181. Council Meeting - Minutes - To confirm and sign the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 31 January 2011 and the Minutes of the Extra-ordinary Council Meeting dated 14 February 2011. 
It was Resolved to confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting dated 31 January 2011, and the Minutes of the Extra-ordinary Council Meeting dated 14 February 2011 and the Chairman to sign both sets. Cllr Knight abstained from voting on the 31 January Minutes.
182. Committee Minutes – to receive and adopt the Minutes of the Planning, Environment, Highways and Regeneration Committee of 31 January 2011.

It was Resolved to receive and adopt the Minutes of the Planning, Environment, Highways and Regeneration Committee dated 31 January 2011.

183. To receive written reports from County Council and District Council representatives.

It was Resolved to note the written report (attached).
184. To ask Seaton Voice for the details in relation to when, where and to whom, of their spending of the £5600 grant made to them by the Council for Youth amenity provision in 2011/12 (Cllr R Morgan)

It was Resolved, with the addition of requesting Seaton Voice to render a report at three monthly intervals regarding their operation of the facility.
Cllr J Knight abstained from voting on this item.

185. To consider a request by Axe Valley Runners to use the town crest and logo on their Member’s T shirts and sweatshirts.

It was Resolved to grant permission to Axe Valley Runners to use the town crest but with the “Seek, Strive, Attain” replaced by “Seaton, Devon”.

186. To note the nominated Citizen of the Year is not able to be present at the Annual Town Meeting and for Members to decide on a suitable subsequent civic occasion when the award can be presented.
It was Resolved to make the presentation at an occasion following the elections in May when the public can meet the new Members of the Town Council.

187. To note Mr Barrington-Rowell’s offer with regard to visual impairment training

It was Resolved to note.

To approve the February 2011 Payments.

It was Resolved to approve the list of February 2011 payments (attached). Cllrs Knight (VAT) and Piggott (allotment water bill) raised minor matters which will be resolved out of meeting. The Chairman declared an interest as an allotment holder.

188. To receive a report by the Clerk.
It was Resolved to note the report (attached).

189. It was Resolved that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press are excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

The public left the Chamber.

190. To consider matters relating to the day to day interface between the Council office staff and Seaton Voice.

The Clerk reported on matters arising from a meeting held in December 2010 between East Devon District Council, the Clerk and Seaton Voice at which certain matters appeared to have been agreed which would impact upon the Council’s day to day operation. The Clerk had produced a written synopsis for Members (attached).

It was Resolved 
         – to go back to East Devon District Council to resurrect the matters “agreed” in December 2010 and to ask East Devon District Council for a sight of their legal agreement with Seaton Voice as this may well be material to discussions.

· to re-affirm that Seaton Town Council and its Office staff remains independent of any other users of the Town Hall facilities and maintains sole control over its policies, staff and equipment.
191. To consider the Council’s policy with regard to the payment or not, of expenses in connection with interview and recruitment.
It was Resolved to maintain the policy of not paying any expenses relating to interview or recruitment.

192. To note the date of the next meeting – Monday 28 March 2011. 

It was Resolved to note.

Meeting closed at 20.45pm
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